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first their ancestors believed not the words of the old
prophet foretelling these events; but now as the present
generation daily see the foretold events coming to pass in
all their details, the more reflective class firmly believe
that they are truly a “doomed race.” It was through
harping on this prophecy, by which Te-cum-seh and his
brother, the celebrated Show-a-no prophet, succeeded so
well in forming a coalition among the Algic and other
tribes, the main and secret object of which, was the final
extermination of the white race from America.

The account which the Ojibways give of their first
knowledge of the whites, is as follows :—

While still living in their large and central town on the
Island of La Pointe, a principal and leading Me-da-we
priest, whose name was Ma-se-wa-pe-ga (whole ribs),
dreamed a dream wherein he beheld spirits in the form of
men, but possessing white skins and having their heads
covered. They approached him with hands extended and
with smiles on their faces. This singular dream he related
to the principal men of the Ojibways on the occasion of a
grand sacrificial feast to his guardian dream-spirit. He
informed them that the white spirits who had thus ap-
peared to him, resided toward the rising sun, and that he
would go and search for them. TMis people tried to dissnade
him from undertaking what they termed a foolish journey,
but firm in his belief, and strong in his determination, he
was occupied a whole year in making preparations for his in-
tended journey. He builta strong canoe of birch bark and
cedar wood ; he hunted and cured plenty of meat for his
provisions ; and early in the spring when the ice had left
the Great Lakes, and he had completed his preparations,
Ma-se-wa-pe-ga, with only his wife for a companion, started
on his travels in quest of the white spirits whom he had
seen in his dream.

He paddled eastward down the Great Lakes in the route



